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1 INTRODUCTION
• Objectives of the EU to increase the share
of Renewable energy significantly

• Biomass will play a very crucial role because
it can be stored and the amount can be
planned

• Major question of interest: Which amount
can be provided at which costs/prices?

2 CURRENT SITUATION 

Biomass 11% (130 PJ)
Hydro 11% 

Waste 1%

Wind, Solar, Geo-
thermal, ambient 

heat 1%

Fossile 76%
TOTAL: 1260 PJ 
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Wood

Sewage

Combustible 
waste

Bark Saw waste 
products

Wood chips

Wood bricetts

Biogas, Landfill 
gas, sewage gas 

Straw

Rapsmethylester

Pellets

USE OF BIOMASS 2003 

TOTAL:
141 PJ

3 METHOD OF
APPROACH 

• Documentation of the current market
situation and the current promotion /
subsidy framework for different fractions
of biomass in CZ, AT and DE

• Evaluation of potentials and costs

• Scenarios: High vs low oil price and 
effects on biomass prices
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4 POTENTIAL 
SOLID BIOMASS AUSTRIA  
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] Additional 
potential: 
ca. 100 –
120 PJ/a
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Rinde

Sägeneben-
produkte

Wood chips 
(mechanisiert)

Stückholz 

Pellets aus 
Waldhackgut 

Pellets aus 
Kurzumtriebs
hackgut

Altholz

Kurzumtriebs-
hackgut

Stroh 

Pellets aus 
Waldhackgut 
(mechanisiert)

Pellets aus 
Sägeneben-
produkten

Waldhackgut 

COST CURVE: ADDITIONAL
POTENTIAL OF BIOMASS IN AUSTRIA 
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Primary energy and biomass 
in Austria in perspective
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THE ROLE OF THE 
OIL-PRICE
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Starting point of promoting 
biomass: 2010
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Biomasse 2020: 
28-34% der Wohneinheiten 
(6-13% in Fernwärme) 
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Biomass 2020: 28-34% 
of all dwellings (6-13% 
district heating)

Starting the promotion

of biomass in 2010

Starting point of promoting 
biomass: now
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Biomasse 2020: 
38-44% der Wohneinheiten 
(6-13% in Fernwärme) 

Starting the promotion
of biomass now

Biomass 2020: 38-44% 
of all dwellings (6-13% 

in district heating)
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Expected results:

• Perspectives for the development of the
price of various biomass fractions in an 
integrated Central European market

• Requirements for an integrated
promotion of biomass and energy
efficiency


